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Document #669  Kamala, Laura      Grand Canyon Trust 

 
 February 18,2005 
 
 
To The Department of Energy, 
 
The Atlas Mill Tailings must be removed from the banks of the Colorado River and moved to a 
safe contained area well away from the river. 
 
I have been a resident of Grand County for 28 years. I’ve seen the Colorado River lapping up 
against the Atlas uranium mill tailings pile in the high water years of ’83 and ’84. The best 
available science says that 12 million tons of radioactive waste will wash downstream if left in 
place, it is just a matter of time. A National Academy of Science report confirms this as well as 
the USGS. You are well aware of the scientific facts. 
 
I stood with Congressman Matheson last October on the riverbank next to the tailings pile and 
took water samples that dramatically illustrated the rapid outflow of a toxic brew of chemical 
waste into the current of the river. After all, 57,000 gallons per day of this toxic plume have been 
pouring into the river for the past 40 years. 
 
The existence of an alternative in the DEIS that considers capping the tailings pile in place is a 
blatant disregard of the health and welfare of 26 million downstream water users and 
demonstrates an utter lack of responsibility for the economic disaster that will occur when the 
Colorado River washes the tailings downstream. Such a scenario should be included in an 
analysis of the real costs of capping the pile in place. 
 
Residents of Moab are threatened with contamination of their culinary aquifer by the toxic plume 
emanating from the tailings pile. For many years I watched as high Spring winds sent thick 
clouds of toxic tailings dust airborne, to settle over the residents of the Moab valley. This 
community has suffered enough from the long range effects of uranium mining and milling and 
waste storage.  
 
The Department of Energy should choose an alternative that removes the mill tailings from the 
banks of the Colorado River. I vote for the Klondike Bluffs site. 
 
 
Laura Kamala 
Director of Utah Programs 
Grand Canyon Trust 
HC 64 Box 1705 
Castle Valley, Utah 84532 
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Document #672  Peschong, Jon      Duratek Federal Services 

 
From: Jon Peschong [JCPESCHONG@duratekinc.com] 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2005 4:06 PM 
To: moabcomments 
Subject: Moab Mill Tailings EIS Comment 
Section 102 [42 USC 4332] (C) (ii) requires the responsible government official to provide a detailed statement on any adverse 
environmental effects which cannot be avoided should the proposal be implemented.  With the proposed two alternatives, 
unavoidable impacts are either those impacts resulting from leaving the waste in place (Alternative 1) or impacts resulting from 
disposal cell construction activities (all three locations analyzed in Alternative 2).  The EIS should consider a third alternative - rail 
and truck transportation of the waste to an existing, licensed disposal cell.  This third alternative would not incur the impacts 
from leaving the waste in place, nor the impacts from disposal cell construction activities.  When this alternative is analyzed in the 
EIS, the existing, licensed disposal cell should be chosen appropriately distant from Moab so as to bound transportation 
environmental impacts. 
  
Jon Peschong 
Duratek Federal Services 
e:mail:  jcpeschong@duratekinc.com 
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Document #673  Clark, Monette      Individual 

 
From: Monette Clark [clarkcom@frontiernet.net] 
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2005 3:52 PM 
To: moabcomments 
Subject: Comment on the EIS, Moab, Utah UMTRA Project 
Donald R. Metzler, Moab Federal Project Director 
U.S. Department of Energy 
Office of Environmental Management 
2597 B-1/4 Road 
Grand Junction, CO 81503 
 
February 18, 2005 
 
RE: Comment on the EIS, Moab, Utah UMTRA Project 
 
Dear Mr. Metzler: 
 
I am a resident of San Juan County, Utah, living in the upper end of the Moab Valley, just across the 
Grand County line. I am writing to make a comment on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
issued by the DOE for the Moab, Utah UMTRA Project Site. I am in favor of moving the uranium 
tailings pile away from the banks of the Colorado River and relocating the contaminated soil, by 
rail, to the Crescent Junction site within Grand County. 
 
I believe it is imperative that the tailings be moved off the river bank because it is a big health and safety 
risk, both for residents of the Moab Valley and for the huge population living downstream of the Colorado 
River. Several years ago, a study showed that the tailings pile is already contaminating the nearby river 
water with ammonia that is strong enough to kill the fish. Another recent study has found that 
contaminants are leaching into the ground water across the river, in the Matheson Wetlands Preserve! 
This is scary and is bound to get worse the longer the pile remains where it is. It is only a matter of time 
before the Moab Valley ground water becomes polluted and the people of Moab will have unsafe drinking 
water coming out of the wells that supply us. The tailings pile has been there all my life. I grew up in Moab 
during the 50s and 60s, when the uranium mill was actively processing uranium. The yellowcake and dust 
from the tailings pond and mill site was blowing all over the valley when I was a kid. I have been exposed 
to enough radioactivity already. 
 
The conclusions in the EIS about the river moving southward and the valley floor subsiding have been 
challenged by other studies and other scientists. I ask you to consider the following items: 

• Grand County and governors and representatives across the region are unanimous in their position 
that pile should be moved to a safe, contained area within the county.  

• The National Academy of Science says that it is a near certainty that the river’s course will run over 
the Moab uranium mill site at some time.  A major flood or storm event will cause radioactive waste 
and other chemicals to wash into the Colorado River. The fact that a 100 or 500 year flood has not 
occurred in recent history is not a good enough reason to suppose that such an event will not occur 
in the future. In the scheme of geologic and meteorological history, recent history means nothing. To 
confine ourselves to the limited purview of recent history is both dangerous and irresponsible. We 
have the opportunity and responsibility to protect future generations and millions of people in the 
lower Colorado River Basin.  

Moving the Moab Uranium Tailings Pile is a justice owed to the Moab community. The government 
started the Uranium Boom and created the market for it. Moab people, including my relatives, produced 
the radioactive material for America’s defense. And everybody in America benefited by being "protected." 
Many of the mill workers are now dead of cancer. Fifty-plus years later, the government should be 
responsible enough to defend the local people that are left (and all the new people moving in here due to 
our new tourist economy) against the very real terror of radioactive pollutants on the riverbank! The cost 
of moving the pile should be shared by the nation that shared in the "benefits" of nuclear defense. 
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Please move the tailings pile NOW. 

Thank you for considering my comment. 

Sincerely, 

Monette Clark 

22 West Coronado Street 

PO Box 1274 

Moab, UT 84532 
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Document #684  Weber, Ivan      Weber Sustainability Consulting 
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Document #689  McNeely, Jerry      Grand County Council 
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